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COURSE DESCRIPTION





The American political process is the foundation of our nation’s strength. In times of crisis, it provides the mortar that holds the country in place, reinforcing the broad, middle ground of the American electorate. The grandest accomplishments of the 226 years of the “American Experiment” have been the strength of the nation’s institutions and the resilience of its people. World wars, economic depressions, assassinations, deaths by terror — all have failed to cloud the vision and spirit of America. 

Tragically, the brightness anticipated for the new millennium was shattered when history’s single worst terrorist act was unleashed on two American cities. The message of September 11, 2001,was clear – America now faces new, more barbaric and more sophisticated enemies, unafraid to die for their cause and unmoved by mass murder.

How does the United States find and conquer an enemy that survives by stealth, may have biological and nuclear weapons, and may be supported by a rogue state with its own delivery systems? In a remarkable shift of military strategy, the President has chosen to use preemptive force, if necessary, to protect our democracy and “to promote a balance of power that favors freedom.” Domestically, new protective measures have been undertaken, but many questions are being raised regarding their effect on individual rights and freedom.

Concurrently, both the Congress and the President must deal with ongoing, serious problems: The overall economy, employment, health care, the environment, energy depletion, the severely hobbled high tech and airline industries, and a greatly depressed and troubled stock market. However, the President has expressed frustration over the slow pace of Hill deliberations and Congress has complained about a lack of consultation with the Oval Office. While historians may call this “business as usual,” these are far from ordinary times. The country is facing pernicious dangers that impact directly on the military, U. S. national security, constitutional governance, and individual liberty.

The Capitol Hill Workshop, an assemblage of experienced scholars and officials, will discuss the crucial problems facing our government and people today. These observers, all of them distinguished in their fields, will share their personal experiences and views in interactive discussions with participants. Ranging from the defense establishment to the diplomatic corps, from legislative strategists to economic planners, and from constitutional scholars to members of the media, the workshop’s team will provide a broadening view of government, as well as national and world conditions, to those in attendance.

SPEAKERS

NOTE: The following roster highlights speakers from earlier public policy workshops and is meant to offer interested participants an illustration of the type of sessions they will be experiencing in this seminar. It is anticipated that 8-10 presentations will be made by high-level speakers and a Program Moderator who will facilitate dialogue between the speakers and participants over the course of the two-day seminar. The number of speakers and topics will depend on current events and speaker availability. 

The Media’s Crucial Role in the Current Crisis
Sid Davis, Program Moderator. Veteran Washington Journalist; Former Vice-President and Washington Bureau Chief, NBC News; Former Program Director, Voice of America 
Presidential Leadership in Times of Crisis
Stephen Wayne, Professor of Government, Georgetown University; Author of Presidential Leadership; The Legislative Presidency; and The Road to the White House 2000

The New World Order and American National Security
Mark Lowenthal, Assistant Director of Central Intelligence for Analysis and Production and Vice-Chairman of the National Intelligence Council, Central Intelligence Agency; Former Staff Director, House Intelligence Committee
An International View of Current U.S. Politics and Public Policy
Martin Walker, Journalist and National Commentator, United Press International; Former U.S. Bureau Chief, The Guardian (London); Author of The History of the Cold War; America Reborn and The Caves of Perigord
The Defense Spending Budget after September 11, 2001
Lawrence J. Korb, Vice-President, Director of Studies and Maurice Greenberg Chair, Council on Foreign Relations; Former Assistant Secretary of Defense under President Reagan; Author of The Joint Chiefs of Staff: The First 25 Years
International Politics and Policy in a Changing World
Ambassador Edward L. Peck, Former Chief of Mission, Baghdad, Iraq; Executive Secretary, American Academy of Diplomacy; President, Foreign Services International
The Presidency, Congress, and the Media: Continuity or Conflict
Eleanor Clift, Contributing Editor, Newsweek Magazine; Panelist, The McLaughlin Group; Co-author, War Without Bloodshed: The Art of Politics and Madam President: Shattering the Last Glass Ceiling
The War on Terrorism: The Continuing Implications of September 11, 2001
Hisham Melhem, Washington-Based Correspondent for the Al-Qabas International (London) and As-Safir Daily (Beirut)
The War on Terror: Will Political Correctness Sink the Ship?
Bill Thomas, Reporter, The Baltimore Sun; Former Editor, Capital Style; Washington Weekly; and Dossier Magazine
The Political Economy of Russia and Its Effects on Industry, 
Environment, and the Military
Yuri Maltsev, Soviet Defector and Economic Specialist; Former Senior Researcher, Institute of Economics, Academy of Sciences of the USSR





WHO SHOULD ATTEND AND PREREQUISITES





GS-13 and above and military 0-5 and above. The vendor requires a minimum of  50 participants, therefore, once it has been determined that there are sufficient nominees for this course, there will be no refunds for cancellations. However, substitutions may be made. Class size is limited to 65.
Check your Army Civilian Training Education and Development System Plan at http://cpol.army.mil/train/acteds   to see if course will satisfy the core competency requirements in your Career Program or Career Field.





METHOD OF INSTRUCTION





Lecture





HOW TO NOMINATE





FAX Page 1 (front only), DD Form 1556 to HRD, NECPOC (410-306-0163 or DSN 458-0163) by the registration deadline. Make sure Blocks 17, 19, 23, 25, 27 and 37 are properly completed. Include nominee's email address and Training Coordinator's phone number and email address in Block 18. If deadline for registration has passed, call the course manager or check the Northeast Region Monthly Course Announcement to see if spaces are still available. Please notify the Course Manager if special needs are required to accommodate an attendee (wheelchair access, interpreter, etc).

Do not attend unless you have received confirmation from the course manager. Although we try to accommodate all training needs, faxing a nomination to us does not guarantee a space allocation. Check with your activity Training Coordinator if you have not received confirmation two-four weeks prior to the class starting date.







 CANCELLATION POLICY





Contact the Course Manager to withdraw your nomination prior to the registration deadline to avoid being charged for the course. After the registration deadline, you will need to contact the course manager to cancel and determine whether your organization will be charged. We will avoid charging whenever possible but if we have contracted for the course and only have the minimum number required to pay the bill, we have no choice but to bill for late cancellations and "no shows." 





BILLING INSTRUCTIONS





DD Forms 1556 cannot be processed unless blocks 27, 29 and 37 are properly completed. Click here http://cpolrhp.army.mil/ner/hrd/02tp/payment_options.htm for instructions. 





